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not consistently make. It was a novel and unex-
ampled act on the part of the Professor, to turn what
had been a mere formal exercise into a sharp and
sweeping test of doctrine, which would place all future
Divinity degrees in the University at his mercy; and
the case was made more serious, when the very form
of exercise which the Professor used as an instrument
of such formidable power was itself without question
unstatutable and illegal, and had been simply connived
at by the authorities. To introduce by his own
authority a new feature into a system which he had
no business to use at all, and to do this for the first
time with the manifest purpose of annoying an
obnoxious individual, was, on Dr. Hampden's part,
to do more to discredit his chair and himself, than
the censure of the University could do; and it was
as unwise as it was unworthy. The strength of his
own case before the public was that he could be made
to appear as the victim of a personal and partisan
attack; yet on the first opportunity he acts in the
spirit of an inquisitor, and that not in fair conflict
with some one worthy of his hostility, but to wreak an
injury, in a matter of private interest, on an individual,
in no way known to him or opposed to him, except as
holding certain unpopular opinions.

Mr. Macmullen was not the person to take such
treatment quietly. The right was substantially on his
side, and the Professor, and the University authorities
who more or less played into the hands of the Pro-
fessor? in defence of his illegal and ultimately unten-